
CLUB CAPTAINS REPORT for AGM Oct 2020 
 

It has been an interesting, if somewhat abnormal, first year of taking over the ladies club captaincy! I have 
definitely got a better appreciation of the ‘behind the scenes’ work that goes into the club on many levels and 
would like to thank Andy Gilliatt for being a fantastic mentor on being a club captain and what that involves. 
His dedication to the club is impressive. 
 
The rest of this report is written on behalf of the club captains.  
 
CLUB TOURNAMENTS 
 
Fears of the new club award boards having ‘COVID 19’ in as 2020 winners were quashed as we found a safe 
way to complete the ‘Winter’ tournament which was suspended in March in June!  Despite being spectator-
less it was a fun finals day and hopefully the club now has an enhanced social media profile to ensure people 
are still able to see photographs/videos of club events. 
 
The ‘Summer’ club championships had record numbers of entrants and was overall a resounding success. 
Again we had to think out of the box not having traditional signup sheets etc due to COVID and so it was 
thanks to Ian Marks for pushing on the technology and creating digital signup sheets and draws. It would have 
been the easy option to again say this event should be spectator-less but after many hours of risk assessments 
and one way system work it was deemed safe (and legal) to hold an ‘outdoor sporting event’ with spectators in 
these unprecedented times. Lovely feedback made the work worthwhile with comments such as ‘highlight of 
the year’ featuring! Thanks in particular go to Ian Marks, Julia Baker, Imogen Karas, Richard Ainscow, Jenny 
Morris and Dougie Galley for helping so much. Not forgetting our in house reporter, Andrew Palmer and last 
but not least, Justine and Sarah in the office who spent many hours collating entries and fielding emails. 
 
LEAGUE TENNIS 
 
The winter 2019/2020 season came to an abrupt end due to lockdown restrictions but fortunately the bulk of 
matches had been played and The Avenue fared well. Summer league tennis was suspended but resumed 
again recently for ‘friendly’ matches over the Winter 2020/2021 season. Many thanks to all the team captains 
for organising the teams and hopefully some great tennis is played! Good luck. 
 
TEAM TRAINING 
 
Our thanks go to Ashley, head coach, for finding a way of enabling team training to resume on Wednesday 
evenings. It can’t be in the same format as it was due to the large numbers that attend but we have split it into 
ladies and men alternating on different weeks and so far there is much demand to play in these sessions as it 
provides not just tennis tips but also great team spirit.  
 
AWARDS NIGHT 
 
Unfortunately this is on hold at present but we aim to have a sociable evening open to all tennis members 
when deemed suitable! 
 
Natalie Denby (Ladies Club Captain) 
Andy Gilliatt (Mens Club Captain) 
………………………………………….. 
 
 
COACHING REPORT 
 
Since lockdown, I have been working closely with the club to ensure that the return of tennis coaching could 
happen safely for everyone involved. We are very lucky that tennis was one of the first things to return in the 
UK and it has proven to be an amazing way to help people to get active and to support our mental wellbeing 
through these difficult times. The club has been thriving, it has been incredible to see our members playing 
more frequently than ever before... long may it continue!  



 
For the first 2 months (June/July), we ran 1:1 coaching only. In August we reintroduced group coaching. All 
sessions strictly follow LTA guidelines (which follow the Government's guidelines). All sessions are now booked 
in advance and capped at suitable ratios to ensure that the coaching team can plan and safely distance players. 
 
ADULT COACHING 
 
We have had to make a change to the way that adults book and pay for their coaching sessions. We now have 
an online booking system, which had its teething problems at the start and is still not perfect, but our players 
have embraced the change and are back in the swing of their regular sessions. We have seen a drop in 
numbers for some adult groups but in general, mainly due to a lot more organised singles and doubles (which 
is what we love to see!!) we are nearly back to numbers that we saw at this time last year thanks to an 
increase in new players/members joining.  
 
One issue that we have had is adding members to the fob booking to allow them access to the club for their 
session. This is something that Justine has kindly been working on with our booking system and will hopefully 
be resolved soon.  
 
JUNIOR COACHING 
 
Like the adult programme, we have streamlined the way that players book and pay for coaching. All juniors 
now pay by direct debit for their weekly session. This means that we have full control over the participation 
numbers and ratios. Since September, we have seen a big increase in participation which now sees us at a 
higher figure compared to last year. We have recently introduced 30 new children from the local area to the 
club for a 6 week introductory tennis course and we have 10 more starting this week.  
 
All of these sessions are delivered with safety as our top priority. Distancing is in place on court and off court 
for parents watching. We thank our members for their patience when our children are lining up to wash their 
hands at the start and end of sessions. We are aware that this creates a bottleneck, but we appreciate your 
understanding. 
 
COACHES 
 
James and I have been very busy since returning, we thank you all for your support in helping us recover after 
our time off in quarantine. Some of our coaching team have been training for their next LTA qualification. 
Andrew Palmer is currently taking part in his LTA Level 2 and Luke Hooper, his Level 1. Max Watkins (L2) has 
been responsible for introducing our new children on their 6 week course. 
 
Overall all we are just grateful to be back and thank you all again for your ongoing support and engagement 
with the programme. 

 
 
 
Ashley Neaves 
Head Coach 
The Avenue Tennis 
www.theavenuetennis.com 

 
Instagram: @theavenuetennis @The_Tennis_Mentor 
YouTube Channel - CLICK HERE 
 

http://www.theavenuetennis.com/
http://www.youtube.com/c/thetennismentor


Social Mix-in Report  
 
From last October up until March when all tennis ceased, the Social Mix-in sessions were filling 5 courts (4 
booked) on average on Tuesday evenings and Saturday afternoons, and 3 courts Thursday evenings and 2 
courts Sunday afternoons. This was when play was possible during an extraordinarily wet Autumn and Winter. 
 
This year the club’s bye laws were re-written and the block booking for these mix-ins was redefined after 
lobbying from other players who required courts to be available for fixed 4s and singles, and also for coaching.   
Some of our newest recruits have come from Ashley and James’ coaching courses. 
 
When limited play resumed in June, it was a rush to book courts as block bookings had ceased and the grass 
courts were being booked by a large number of players and we were grateful even to be on the hard courts.  
Sara Robson suggested a group chat facility and Nick Castle started the WhatsApp group at the end of 
December last year. This grew in popularity and in early August Nick gave Rob Mort the admin rights for the 
main Mix6 group (the new name for Covid-19- friendly mix in) rather than set up a new group. Players contact 
Rob for putting their names down for Tuesday evenings and Saturday afternoons, and Nick for Thursday 
evenings and Sunday afternoons. At the moment the evening times for Mix6 are 4.30 to 7.30pm, which suits 
most players as the evenings grow colder, and afternoon sessions are 2.30 to 4.30pm. The names of all 
participants are recorded by Nick and Rob and are sent to the club office in advance.    
 
Nick and Rob deserve a commendation for all the hard work and organisation that has gone into the 
WhatsApp group.  We have lots of laughs, and exchange banter and witticisms online.  We now have a block 
booking of astro courts 15, 16, and 17, and sometimes clay court 14. The rules of Mix6 are about having 1 
hour’s doubles play, then a change of 2 partners.  At the moment the lights are coming on at 6.30pm, and 
when the clocks go back 1 hour on Sunday October 25th, the lights will come on earlier.  
 
The CASC (Community Amateur Sports Club) which allows the club to benefit from a range of tax reliefs, 
requires us to have a membership and use of facilities that is open to all members without discrimination. The 
Mix-in group is the one area of tennis that is inclusive and any standard can play, which satisfies this criteria, 
but it would be good if more team players joined in. Our sessions are still of a good standard and hopefully, as 
and when the LTA allows, we can resume the normal rules with freedom of movement and times. 
 
Many players have commented favourably on the excellent condition of all the courts and especially the grass.  
A big thank you is due to Neil Crawford and the groundsmen who have consistently worked hard all year 
round. 
 
Lynda Pine  
 
…………………………………………………… 
 
Grounds report 
 

Overall a relatively quiet year ref: the grounds due to reduced period of play due to Covid-19 & no major works 
taking place. 
 
Grass courts utilised well once courts re-opened. Pretty dry summer. Autumn renovations complete as per 
normal. 
 
Installed screening along hedge courts 1-5 to prevent loss of balls in hedge – very successful. 
 
Improvements 
 
Baseline dishing renovations – no progress winter 2019 due to wet weather. Court 1 has been addressed this 
month. Another court will be done if time / weather allows. 
 
Hedging along Courts 11-14. Some of the hedging is in need or replacement. A plan needs to be made and 
finances agreed for 2021. 



 
Slight movement in 1 fence post on Court 2. Probably due to dry weather and ground shrinkage. Chiltern 
Sports been contacted to come in and assess. 
 
David Spink will be taking over as Grounds Chair for 2021. 
 
 
 

List of Long term projects 
 

a. Fencing (around Courts 11-17) – 2021? 
 
b. Floodlight replacement with LEDs on courts 11-17 – 2022? 
 
c. Hedging around courts 1-5 v Honey fungus … will see if current plan has worked in 2021/22 
 
d. Replacement 2 grass courts with all-weather courts – Costs and initial installation plan complete this year – 
progression lies with the Development committee 
 

Neil Crawford 
Grounds Chair  

 


